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LONDON ANNIVERSARIES. 


made the following extract: “ The total numbe: 
of schools under this Union, is, 9223, teachers 


We copy from the New-York Spectator the follow- | g2 866, and 916,989 scholars to England and le- 


ing abstract of the proceedings of some of the nu- 
merous religious Societies, at their anniversaries held 
iu May last. 

British and Foreign Bible Society. 

A great crowd was present at that interesting 
meeting. The chair was taken by Lord Gambier. 
His lordship addressed the meeting and after some 
pertinent remarks he said— 

“Tt must be the greatest source of joy and grat 
itude to them to think that they had, throngli the 
agency of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
distributed, since the commencement of its labours, | 
no less a number of Bibles than five millions and 
a half, both British and Foreign copies, and that 
its funds had been so extensively empioyed in do. 
ing that work which was so calculated to make 
men wise, good and happy. Great, indeed, had 
been the benefits conferred upon mankind by this 





Society ; and they might estimafe the value of | 
this Society, when he asked them what state would | 
not many thonsauds of their fellow creatures now | 
be in, had it not been for the existence of the Bi- | 
ble Society.” 

The Rev. Mr. Brandon, the Secretary, read 
the report, by which it appeared, that 5000 cop- 
ies of the Polish Testameni are now printing in 
Berlin ; that the Turkish Bible had been complet 


ed—40,000 copies of the New Testament iad | 


been printed at Sulzbach. The Finish Testament 
was in good progress. 2000 copies of the ancient 
and modern Testament had been sent to Greece: 
it had also been translated into the Albanian lan- 
guage. The total number of Bibles distributed 
the past year by the Society were 187,172, and 
of Testaments 199,208, being a circulation of 
Bibles and Testaments amounting to 42,264 over 
the distribution of the former year. 

The receipts for the year amounted to eighty- 
one thousand pourds, or 360,000 dollars. After 
the report was read the meeting was addiessed by 
Lord Barrowby, the Bishop of Wiuchester, the 
Bishop of Litehfield, Lord Calthorpe, W. Wil- 
berforce, Esq., the Bishop of Sodar and Man, 
the Rev. Dr. Patterson, the Rev. Daniel Wilson, 
the Rev. Mr. Bain, Johu Thornton, Esq., the 
Rev. Mr. Brandrum, the Rev. Mr. Alder, of 
Montreal, Sir ‘Thomas Dyke Acland, and the 
Rev. Mr. Allen, Rector of St. Paul’s Chureh 
Philadelphia. 


: Sunday School Union. 
This Society celebrated its anniversary on the 





13th May, and from its excellent report we have 


land. The receipts during the year was 60431. Se. 
6d. At Hamburg and Bremen, prosperous schools 
have been formed, At Corfu, the Greek school 
contains 40 scholars, who are taught by a priest. 
The schools in Ludia are making rapid strides, and 
2216 girls are thught in the female schools of Ben- 
gal. In Ceylon 7754 scholars are instructed, and 
in New South Wales, Van Dieman’s Land, and 
Polynesia, the Sabbath School cause is progres- 
sing. Among the gentlemen who spoke at this 
meeting was the Rev. Mr. Allen, of Philadelphia, 
who gave an interesting account of the progress 
of Sunday Schools in the United States. The 
Rev. gentleman’s speech was received with un- 
bounded applause. 
Wesleyan Missionary Society. 

The receipts of this Society the past year was 
$192,515 42. The report of the progress of the 
missionary canse is highly gratifying. 

Port of London and Bethel Union Sociely. 


The anniversary meeting of this 
held on the 2ist of May. Lord Gambier being 
prevented attending in consequence of indisposi- 
tion, Captain Cawpell, R. N. was appointed 
chawman. After a suitable address from the 
Gallant Captain, the report was read by the Rev. 
T. Vantin. Inthe floating chapel, it was stated, 
had been two and sometimes three services on ev- 
ery Lord’s day, and one on Thursday evenings- 
the number of communicant tickets issued month- 
ly was 155. The attendance during the past year 
amounted to 17,535, of which number 9014 were 
sailors. In the Society’s school at Wapping, 180 
boys aud 90 girls were on the books, and the ave- 
rage daily attendance was 137 boys and 70 girls, 
woh all received the benefit of Christian instruction. 
The society has a library on board the floating 
chapel, and they have issued, during the year, 
1715 volumes, 212 pamphlets, besides many 
thousand Tracts. The “Loan Libraries,” con- 
tain about two dozen books each, and 68 of these 
boxes have been lent to sea going sbips, many of 
which have been returned with expressions of the 
liveliest gratitude, 

The Bethel Flag bas become the rallying sig- 
nal to sailors, all over the world, for relrgious 
worship, and this flag is now seen at China, Ben- 
gal, Bombay, Memel, the West Indies, America, 
the Pacific and Indian Islands. 


Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews. 


It appears from the report of this Society, that 
the receipts thé past vear amounted to 12,7271. 7s 


Society was 











a 


3d. “The schools consist of 41 bovs, and 47 
girls. Inthe seminary are seven students, pre- 
paring (0 gO Out as missionaries. Three con- 
verted Jews have entered the missionary field the 
past year.” 


CEYLON MISSION 
Extract of a letter from Rev Miron Winslow, to 
Prof. Hall, of Washington College, dated 
Oovovovinie, dan. 12, 1828. 


We have reason for gratitude that our Mission 
continues prosperous, There has been bar lule 
speeial excitement —but little general attention, in 

i schools, or among the people around, in re 
rard to the concerns of therr souls ; but there are 
a nanber of candidates now for admission to the 
Church, who have from time to time been awak 
ened. Of these we expect to receive 16 or 18 in 
about a fortnight. Oor Free S: heols are now 93 
i purmber, with more, than 3300 boys, and near 
ly 1000 girls —In the Seminary are 67 lads—in 
the Preparatory School 102, and in the Fermale 
Centre School 27.—The present mewbers of our 
church are about 100. -We have occasional in- 
stances of discipline, not so frequently, however, 


as we well might fear considering the weakness of 


our Native Members and the strong temptations 
around them on almost every side. 

The Church at home will we hope continue ‘to 
have long patience, even as the hushandman who 
waiteth for the former and the latter rain ; and 
not become weary in well doing—in due time they 
will reap. — Con. Obs. 


BAPTIST IRISH SOCIETY. 


The Baptist Irish Society was established in 1814, 
and has exerted in Ireland a happy and extensive 
influence. It has been the means of giving the ele- 
ments of scriptural Christian instruction to fifty thou- 
sand in Ireland, most of whom, but for the efforts of 
this Society would have remained in the ignorance 
and blindness of Popish superstitions. Many of the 
scholars who have been instructed by the school 
masters of this society, are now filling useful and 
reputable stations ia the community, as servants, 
mechanics, &c. and some have become masters and 
mistresses in their schools. Roman Catholic school- 
masters have become Readers to their countrymen, of 
the Scriptures in Jvish, and have been the instruments 
of bringing many to the saving know!edge of Christ. 
By the preaciivg too of the Hinerant Ministers, many 
persons have been induced to profess their faith in 
Christ, and been baptized; aud several churches 
have been formed in gospel order. ‘The unholy in- 
fluence of the Roman Catholic priesthood is rapidly 
decreasing; for on a recent occasion, even the de- 
nunciations of a lordly Bishop could not prevent the 
parents of a number of childrev from bringing them 
to a Protestant Free School, within a mile of a Cath- 
olic chapel. The Society receives the countenance 
of enlightened gentlemen in Treland, who, residing in 
the immediate vicinity of the Schools, can see and 
kvwow fer themselves; and the subscriptions of these 
friends have increased every year. The amounts in 
money received in the last, have exceeded every pre- 
vious year. The funds of the Society have sometimes 
been almost exhausted ; but s ch has been the favor 
of the public to the cause of instructing the ignorant 
and the wretebed, that supplies have been seasonably 
furnished. Every encouragement is afforded to a 
constant and vigorous prosecution of the work in 
which the Society has so happily succeeded. 

[ Chris. Watchman. 
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TOUR AMGNG THE INDIAN MISSION- 
ARY STATIONS. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in East-Ten- 
nessee, to his friend in Utica, dated, May 26, 1828. 


“ T have just returned from a journey of about 
two hundred miles into the Cherokee nation. [ 
assure you [ had a most pleasing tour. I visited 
three mission stations. My road was sometimes 
an Indian turnpike, and sometimes a foot- path, 
winding through valleys, and over creeks and 
mountains, [tis most delightful travelling there 
atthis season of the year. The forests are free 
from underbrush ; and grass and wild flowers of 
almost every description, grow luxuriantly. Some 
of the Indians have large and well cultivated 
farins ; and the missionaries told me that there 
would be many more, did they not live iu contin- 
ual fear of being driven from their lands by the 
Georgians. The stations that I visited, were Can- 
dy’s Creek, Brainerd, and Willstown. The for- 
mer is about seventy miles from this place. The 
school is small. The church consists of about 
len native members, together with the missiona- 
ries. On the Sabbath which T spent there, Rev. 
Mr. Worcester administered the ordinance of the 
Lord’s supper. It was interesting, and T hope not 
unprofitable, to sit at the table of the Lord, with 
the devoted missionaries of the cross, atid the 
blessed fruits of their labours. There is an unu- 
sual excitement at this station on the subject of 
religion. A number of the natives, and some of 
the most abandoned of them, are anxious, and 
the missionaries have hope that three or four have 
recently passed from death unto life. 

At Brainerd, twenty five miles south-west of 
Candy’s Creek, I spent two Sabbaths, one of 
which was a communion season. Here, too, the 
Lord is reviving his work, and blessing the la- 
hours of his servants, by inducing some of these 
children of the forest to become the children of 
the Highest. Although these indications might 
not perhaps be termed a revival, where more ex- 
tensive ones have been witnessed ; yet, consider- 
ing the situation of the people, it is, I think, justly 
entitted to that name.—For some weeks previous 
to my visit, there had been considerable excite- 
ment among the children of the schools; and for 
four or five of them, their instructors entertain 
some hope. A part of these, T think, give most 
decided evidence of piety. One of them isa 
daughter of one of the missionaries. The mem- 
bers of the mission family, however, “ hope with 
fear, and rejoice with trembling.” About the time 
of my arrival, appearances were not so favourable 
as they had been. But on the following Sabbath 
something took place, which, to the missionaries 
was like life trom the dead. An individual, who 
is » head man, a member of the National Com- 
inittee, came to Mr. Ellsworth, and requested 
private conversation with bim. He wished to 
know whether it would be right for him to estab- 
list) family worship, before he united with the 
church. Mr. E. then inquired into the state of 
his mind, and thought that he gave decided evi- 
dence of a change of heart. Rev. Mr. Cham- 
berlain expressed the saine opinion, after conver- 
sation with him. The hope, however, that he in- 
dulges for himself, is weak and trembling. [I was 
informed that but few in the Cherokee nation pos- 
sess a more extensive influence than this man. It 
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is therefore hoped that he will do much towards 
advancing the cause of religion among his people. 
He appears to be sensible of his duty in this res- 

; for in his first conversation with Mr. Eljls- 
worth, he remarked that he had beep much troub- 
fed with the (bought, that as many of the Chero- 
kees had been looking to him, and he had no: 
gone forward in religion, he feared that he had 
hindered thein from embracing the Saviuur. He 
speaks the English language well, is very intelli- 
gent, and quite interesting ta conversation. | 
heard him addiess a company of Cherokees in 
their own language ; and although [ coal! not 
understand him, it was to me a most Interesting 
scene. His wife was anxious to know what she 
must do to be saved. He has an interesting 
daughter in the school, who also appears to be se- 
riously impressed. One of the missionaries told 
me, that he had nor seen the time since he had 
been connected with the mission, (three or four 
years,) when there had been deeper feeling in the 
mission family, Or more encouraging prospects 
around them. 

«{ went from Brainerd to Willstown, about 
sixty miles distant, and within the chartered fim: 
itsof Alabama. I found the mission family deep- 
ly afflicted, in consequence of the death of one 
of their number, the Rev. Mr. Hoyt. The health 
of Mrs. H. and of some other members of the 
family, was quite poor. The church contains 
about twenty-five native members. Many of the 
Indians have negro slaves. While I was there, 
Rev. Mr. Chamberlain, the principal missionary, 
formed an African Benevolent Sociely amoung 
them. The zeal and engagedness which they 
manifested, was truly pleasing, and might afford 
a powerful reproof to some who wrke far greater 
pretensions to christian liberality Uian these poor 
slaves.— West. Recorder. 


BETHEL RECORDS IN NEW YORK. 


June 13, 1826.—The Lord is carrying on a 
glorious work among seamen in New-York, at 
the Mariners’ Church and Bethel meetings.— 
Many have lately confessed their feelings wit) 
tears tothose who are engaged in their behalf, 
acknowledging that they had prepared themselves 
for a wretched elernity, and anxious to become 
the disciples of Christ. Not a few have lately 
communicated at our meetings what the Lord has 
dene, and is daily doing, for commanders, officers 
and crews, while on the ocean ; opening their eyes 
to see their awful situation, and bringing them to 
the throne of grace with humble supplication to 
Almighty God for mercy. 

On the 20th of May we transferred our meet- 
ings from the Mariners’ Church on board a ship. 
While engaged in a solemn and interesting ser- 
vice, a ship-master made the following address: 
“This meeting is for the salvation cf all present ; 
but peculiarly so for those who traverse the ocean. 
It isa delightful employment. God is ever mer- 
ciful to a penitent sinner who is truly sorry for 
his sins; and will adopt him into the family of 
Christ. We are all in need of the salvation of 
our precious and immortal souls; for we are all 
exposed to endless misery, as the penalty of our 
sins. Oh that our prayers may be perfumed with 
the righteousness of Christ, and his Holy Spirit 








descend and take possession of every one of 
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our hearts, Now if we persevere in repenting of 
our sins, we need not despair of God's forgive- 
nessof them. My seafaring brethren! many of 
us here have got our living on the ocean, and of- 
ten have been exposed to death and eternal des- 
pair. The Lord has spared our lives, and invites 
us now to acecept of the offers of mercy treasured 
up in our dear Redeemer. Oh that we would all 
receive this merciful invitation; it is the sole pur- 
pose for which we were created. As many sea- 
men cannot be with asinthis delightful employ- 
ment, PT hope our prayers will ascend to God for 
theim,—that they may be kept from rocks, pirates, 
storms, pain, sickness, and untimely death, and 
earried in safety totheir desired destination, and 
redeemed from the fatal power and consequence 
of sin.” Made a prayer. 

Atanother of our meetings, one who was never 
with us before, made an address which produced 
a deep aod solemn tinpression. He related what 
the Lord had done for bim, and for many others 
whotraverse the ocean. “The Lord our Sav- 
ior,” he said, “is bere, and willing to receive 
every one of us into his precious family. We 
are all created after his holy image, and he says, 
every moment, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’— 
How is it possible we can live unprepared for death 
and the solemn scenes of efteruity! We ought 
to be as much engaged for the salvation of our 
sonls, as for the safety of our ships on the ocean ; 
for if we ave regardless of our Maker, the great 
Adversary will be with us, and bring innumerable 
afflictions upon us.” 

Again, at one of our meetings, a man arose 
and sail, * Although [ was born in America. this 
is the first Bethel meeting I ever attended —What 
[ have seen aud heard concerning the salvation of 
seamen, has melted my heart. [am one who has 
traversed the ocean from a cabin-boy to a com- 
mander. or many years I have been led captive 
by the Adversary of my soul, unmindfal of the 
awful sitaation which I wasin. While steering 
iny course to cternal ruin, our precious Saviour 
opened my eyes to see my undone condiiion. At 
leugth wiv anxiety so increased that I could not 
rest, until the precious Gospel of our Saviour 
brought ta my heart the offers of mercy, saying 
noto me, ‘If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shallask what ye will, and it shall be done 
nnto you.’ Oh, we all have immortal souls; and 
if the Gospel of Christ is treasured up in our hearts, 
he will be always with us, whether on the ocean 
or on shore: for our dear Redewer says, * Where 
two or three are gathered together, in my name, 


there am I in the midstof them.’ And he will nev 
er leave nor forsake us. None of us are content 


when surrounded with those who will take from us 
our property and our lives. Howthen can we allow 
ourselves to be enemies to our dear Redeemer’ 
I: will deprive us of his blessing here, and fill us 
with despair in the world to come.” Then made 
a prayer. 

Atone of onr meetings on board of a ship, 
which was filled with seamen, two persons ad- 
dressed the meeting who were never with us be- 
fore. One remarked, “I was never in New-York 
before. Ihave been in various parts of the world. 
In England Toften visited the Floating Chapels, 
and meetings of the Bethel Union. Tt made my 
heart rejoice to see the Spirit of the Lord overa 
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ting on many of my seafaring brethren, and 
bringing them toto the family of Cinist.” 
NV. OY. Obs.) C. PRINCE. 


THE NORFOLK CONFERENCE OF 
CHURCHES. 

Seventeen Churches are united in this Confer- 
evce, Their last semi-annual meeting was held 
Mav 15. 

fi is a subject of devout thankfulness that the 
narratives of the state of religion, rendered at this 
inceting, furnish cheering evidence that the Lord's 
arm is not shortened that it canuct save, vor his 
ear heavy that it cannot hear. At no previous 
neetme of the Conference have our hearts been 
yladdened by tokens of divine influence so numer 
ous, avd decisive, and precious. The whole num 
ber added to the churches during the last six 
months isone hundred and thirly. The following 
brief sketch is taken mostly from the narratives 
rendered at this meeting. 

The Church in Stoughton were driven from 
their sanetuary a few vears since by the haud 
of libesality and charity.—They have by great 
sacrifices and self-denial, erected a canmuiodious 
house for public worship, and the winistry is now 
enjoyed among them, The society ts small, con- 
sisting of about fiity fimilies, and the church of 
as many members.—The cause of religion is gra- 
dually rising. A greater Gegree cf devotedness 
to the cause is manifest in the tocreased etlorts 
wade for itssupport. A tremendous pressure from 
without bas bound together the litte band of the 
faithful, in a closer and sweeter compact, in * the 
bond of perfectness ;” and led them to lay hold 
with a firmer grasp of the hand of O nnipotence. 

The 2d Church in Dorchester is large and 
flourishing, containing over three hundred mem 
bers. This Church was blessed, during the last 
season, With a precious and extensive revival of 
Since the last meeting they have been 
gathering io the fruitsof thatrevival. The num- 
ber of additions during the fast six months bs 
twenty-one. Eight of these bave been received 
from the scholars in the Sabbath Schools, and 
four from the teachers. The cloud of divine 
merey, which distilled upon them its copious show- 
evs, has, in a great measure, passed over. Qnaly a 
jew scattering drops are now seen falling. But 
the hearts of the pious still delight to gaze upon 
it, and admire the sure token of the perpetual cov 
epant, stamped by the hand of jufinte faithful- 
ness, whieh still shines back upon them.—This 
ehureh ts rising up in renewed streucth and vigor 
to sustain the various benevolent efforts of the 
present day. 

The Chareh in Milton contains over one hun- 
died members. Five tave been added since the 
last Conference. No special attention to religion 
is reported to exist in this place at the present 
tome. Efforts are made with stubbora perseve- 
ranee to pall down tbis “ pillar of the trath. As 
yet, however, through the goodness of God, they 
have failed of being crowned with any formida 
The society has Jost some of its for 
mer members. 

‘Pie clucch in Braintree is composed of one 
litidved aud twenty members. Five have been 
wdded since the last Conference. The state of 





religion. 


ble success, 


ieligious feeling in this place is unusually encour- 
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aging and interesiing. ‘The manner in which 
God is graciously imparting his Spirit to this peo- 
ple is not, so much as in some others, like “ « 
mighty rushing wind,” before which nothing can 
stand ; not like a very great fire, which leaves no- 
thing cold or dark 5 nor like an earthquake whiclr 
makes every house tremble. There ts, however, 
a spirit of deep seriousness, and painful solieitude, 
and inquiry pervading the hearts of very many. 
Convictions have been, and coutinue to be, nume- 
rous. An unusual spirit of agonizing prayer has 
been manifest among the professed people of God. 
The meeting for religious inquiry is attended 
when the weather is favorable, by about fifty.— 
Twenty five have given some evidence of having 
mokeu “ off their sins by righteousness, and their 
iniquities by turning unto God.” These favorable 
appearances continue without any apparent abate- 
iment, Andthere is felt a great degree of satis- 
faction in view of what the Lord has done and is 
doing for this people. A perpetual dew may pro- 
duce as great fruitfulness as the overwhelming 
shower accompanied with thander and lightning ; 
and be attended with less danger. The benevo- 
lent objects of the day are unusually well sustain- 
ed by this church and people. A Bible Class in 
this place, which was full and flourishing, has di- 
minished since the prevalence of deep seriousness 
among the people. Some it is feared, have de- 
serted it, to avoid a close and personal application 
of truth and motives to their hearts and conscien- 
ces, which in their present state of feeling they 
coald not well endure. 

The Charch in North Bridgewater contains 
190 members—state of religion resembles that in 
Braintree. The Church in Randolph, 128—20 
beginning to indulge hope. Union Church of 
Braintree and Weymouth, 80 —is enjoying a revi- 
val. Fist church in Weymouth, 160—a revival 
of re'igion, of a years continuance, has left scarce- 
ly an individual in the parish unaffected.—Of 60 
heads of families added to the church, in 20 in- 
stances both husband and wife were among the 
number, It has almost annihilated profaneness, 
and greatly reduced the consumption of ardent 
spirits. Second church in Weymouth, 70 mem- 
bers—some encouraging appearances, 

The Trinitarian Charch in Bridgewater has ex- 
iste? but a few years, [t was at first composed of 
a litle band who fearlessly separated themselves 
from the Unitarian Society for conscience sake ; 
and God has owned and biessed them as bis. ‘The 
church now consists of eighty-three members. 
Four have been added since the last conference, 
and twenty-five have recently been examined for 
admission. And yet the whole number of souls 
belonging to this society is but two handred aud 
thirty. During the last winter, an unusual love 
for prayer was manifested by the fact, that the 
Prayer meeting began to be well attended, Im- 
mediately after this a great degree of tenderness 
was found in the minds of impeuitent sinners. A 
meeting for Inquiry was instituted, which has been 
attended by from twenty to fifty. Thirty have 
professed to indulge the hope of the Christian, 
mostly among the young, between the ages of 
fourteen avd twenty. Nearly all of these had 
been instructed either in the Sabbath School or 
Bible Class—the latter of which is attended with 
increased interest by persons of all ages between 
‘twenty and fifty. Five families have been addet! 
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w this Society since the last Conference, and two 
or three more are expected. This Society being 
young and small, receives missionary assistance 
in the support of the Gospel. But it is gratifying 
to learn that in their abandant affection for the 
cause of benevolence, they actually contribute to 
that cause as much as they receive. Two or three 
hopeful conversions have occurred weekly in this 
place for the last three months ; and appearances 
are still encouraging. 

The Churches in Cohasset, and Hanson, and 
the 2nd Church in Randolph, and the Ist in Ab- 
ington are not at present blessed with any special 
attemion to religion. The latter church is dest 
tute of a pastor, but a strong hope is indulged by 
tue brethren that they shall, ere long, be blessed 
with a spiritual guide in whom all their hearts 
will unite and rejoice. They desire a particular 
remembrance in the prayers of their sister church 
es. 

In view of what God hath wrought within the 
bounds of this Conference, is there not great rea 
son for thankfulness and courage? It may in- 
deed be said that this is the light side of the pic- 
ture. This is granted. And why should it pot 
be? Shall a man, called to give thanks for the 
light of the morning, stop to mourn over the 
clouds and fogs that hang around it ?— Bost. Rec. 





REPORT ON THE STATE OF RELI 
GION, 


Adopted by the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, at their late session in Albany. 
Your Committee view, with heartfelt satisfac- 

tion, manifest evidences of the increasing pros- 

perity of that section of the church of Jesus Christ 
to which we particularly belong. A strong at- 
tachment is clearly perceived on the part of min- 
isters and people to our canons, confession of 
faith, catechisms, and the great principles of ow 
church goverament. They consider correctness 
of religious sentiment not indeed as the whole 
of religion, but asa very important and. essential 
part; and we aust believe it to be both a duty and 

a privilege to hold fast the form of sound words 

delivered to us by our fathers, and derived fiom 

the Holy Scripture. 

As adenomination, we are certainly acquiring 
gradually and continually more strength and re 
spectability. Our literary and theological insti- 
tutions are gaining the confidence of the civil and 
religions community—the funds necessary for 
their support are increasing; weak congrega- 
tions are built up through the care and assistance 
of our Missionary Society, so as to be enabled to 
support the ministry of the Gospel among them 
selves ; new congregations are organised, and hon- 
ses of worship raised up, in convexion with our 
reformed Zion. 

A strong impulse seems to have been communi 
cated to our affairs, which is rendered more and 
more operative. A general conviction prevails 
among ministers and people, that something more 
must be done both for our church in particular, 
and the church of Christ in general. 

A spirit of inquiry and munificence is increas- 
ing. There seems to bea growing desire to stem 
the tide of licentiousness and immorality, whieh 
defaces and desolates as it proceeds—a desire 
which begins to prompt to a decided, systematic 
and perserving effort. 


Report of the State of Religion. 














The young men who issue from our Theolo 
gical Seminary manifest a spirit of enterprise, 
self-denial, and activity. If we way judze from 
their movements, the inquiry is, where can we 
be most useful to the church; where can we most 
advance the interests of our Divine Master. Who 
does not perceive the necessity of the increase of 
such a spirit, in order to the growth and prosperi- 
ty of our church. Without it, our other advan- 
tages are nothing; the barvest may be abundant, 
but others will gather. 

Some of our churches have experienced a 
pleasing season of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord ; and while in the others there is noth- 
which ts very special, yet it is pleasing to discover 
that the Lord Jesus does still walk in’ the midst 
of his golden candlesticks. More or less are con- 
tinually gathered joto the fold; there isan atten 
lion to instituted ordinances ; Me Gospel is Frith 


| « 
fully p eached ; the young are caielally m-doctrin 


ated, and a spirit of prayer is io exercise. W 
should be pleased to see more, but we cannot 
woid being thankful for this. Butthe church, in 
her best state in this world, is imperfect, aud their 
is much room for improvement. A more perfect 
union of fervency of spirit and zeal for God's 
glory, with correctness of sentiment in matters of 
religion, is very desirable. Pvofessors of religi 
are manifestly under the influence of a wor 
spirit in loo great a degree, and they scem tov of- 
ten to forvet the obvious trath that the gold aud 
silver are the Lord’s end that they are acting in 
the situation of the stewards who must render an 
account of their stewardship. 

We still hear complaints from every quarter of 
the awful profanations of God’s holy Sabbath, 
and of the ravages produced by intemperance, 
notwithstanding the efforts which have been made 
ind are still making to check the progress of these 
destructive vices. 

There is cause then for deep self alasement 
and sorrow on out part before God, but none for 
discouragement or despondency. Jehovah Jesus 
is inthe midst of us, our glory and our protection ; 
and when our souls are cast down within us, let us 
adopt the language of the Psalmist—* I said this 
isimy infirmity, but L will remember the years of 
the right hand of the Most High.” Let us wait 
upon the Lord, and he will renew our streng'h — 
lic will make us to mount Upon wings as eagles, to 
run and not be weary, to walk and not faint. Ler 
us remember there remaineth yet much land to be 


_— 
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|possessed. We have but just buckled on our ar- 


wor; but we follow a tried Commander, and vi 
tory will necessarily perch upon our standard. 

Although our church is peculiarly near to us, 
dillereiut 
denominations of Christians composing the church 
as different phalanxes enlisted under the same 
Captain of salvation, carrying the same st indaid, 
engaged inthe same cause, and aiming at the 
same greatend. We rejoice with them in theie 
prosperity, and sympathise with thea: in their 
adversity. We cannot avoid rejoictug in revivals 
of religion, because we see in them the arniofthe 
Lord made bare and streched out for the deliver- 
ance of ruined immortals; although, te conse- 
quence of the infirmity and corruption of haniwn 
nature, some tmprudencies and extravagancics do 
sometnuues attend them. 

We believe the kingdom of Clyist. th 
home and abroad, to be rapidgi, advay 


we cannotavoid taking a view of the 































































86 Sovercignty of God. 


we look forward with gladness to the period when 
the kingdoms of this world shall become the king 
doms of our Lord and his Christ. 

Your Committee have taken into consideration 
the instructions of the General Synod relating 
tothe profanation of the Sabbath. They deem 
the matter of great importance, and beg leave to 
recommend the following resolution for adop- 
tion : 

Resolved, That this Synod rejoice in the efforts 
that have lately been made in behalf of the due 
public observance of the Lord’s Day, and thai 
they recommend the Union lately formed in the 
city of New-York to the prayers and co-operation 
of the several Classes and congregations uuder 
their jurisdiction.—Albany Reg. 


PAiscellaneous. 
From the Calvinistic Magazine. 
SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 

Mankind universally, at least by their conduct, 
profess to be free, moral agents; and those who 
can think for themselves, are conscious of their 
freedom in choosing or refusing. Otherwise there 
could be no distinct idea of accountability ; and all 
the promises and threatenings in God’s word might 
with as much propriety be held out to the beasts of 
the field, or to the vegetable tribe, asto wan. Burt 
have we nothing more than consciousness to pro- 
claim our freedom? Yes, truly. That Book we 
profess to believe in as the word of truth, dicta- 
ted by the omnipotent sovereign of the universe, 
declares it, in perhaps every page. One of the 
most emphatic declarations of this fact, we find in 
John v.40. “Ve will not come to me, that ve 
might have life.” Does the Lord then make 
men thus free, and allow them to proceed with- 
out restraint, to such a degree of licentiousness, 
as to frustrate the purposes of bis government? 
Certainly not—for he maketh even the wrath of 
man to praise Him, and the remainder of the 
wrath he will restrain. 

What should we think of an earthly govern- 
ment, instituted for the professed purpose of bet- 
tering the condition of its subjects, but which laid 
no restraints om the profligate, and in effect said 
to the incorrigible: “Ifyou are thus determined 
to proceed in crime, go on in the course you have 
chosen ; you are now out of reach of the govern- 
ment, and may, with impunity do all the mischief 
your wicked heart can devise, or your bloody 
hands can execute, on the good and the lova! 
subjects of this government ?” 
that such an instiiation must speedily fall, the vic 
tim of its own imbecility ? And shall vain man, 
who is of yesterday, suppose that the great God 
has adopted a system of laws for the government 
of all his created intelligences, which shall be 
more deficient in its operation, than that which 
finite beings can devise, or inferior to that which 
he has adopted for the goveriment of inanimate 
nature? Where is the christian, let his name be 
what it may, who denies the sovereignty of God, 
when approaching a throne of grace! And now, 
let us hear from his own lips, the exercises of his 
heart. His first expressions after conversion are 
to this effect: “I am a sinner by nature, but my 
guilt lies inthe wickedness and deceitfulness of 
sv heart, by which I was impelled to act in ae- 
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cordance with my sinful natare. Notwithstand- 
ing conscience as a faithful monitor was coustant- 
ly disturbing my peace, by urging the necessity 
of obedience to the divine commands, as made 
known in the revealed word of God—and not- 
withstanding all the restraints which were impo- 
sed on me by the light of nature, admonishing me 
of the existene of a first cause, | was pressing for- 
ward in the forbidden paths of vice and folly— 
and even after being, in some degree, convinced 
of sin, I attemped to amend my ways and to im- 
prove my heart, as it now appears to me, I was ac- 
(uated by impure motives, and my best deeds were 
altogether selfish, not partaking in any proper de- 
gree of love to God or love to man—and going 
about to establish my own righteousuess, | had 
not submitted myself to the righteousness of God, 
but was running away from hin, and trying every 
expedient and every scheme to evade such sub- 
mission. But it pleased the Lord tw mercy, to exr- 
ercise his sovereignty in my behalf, and to arrest 
me in my mad career, and make me sev that a 
gulf of unutterable torment lay beneath, into which 
I must unavoidably plunge, as soon as death shall 
disengage me from this tenement of clay—unless, 
during my probation I should except the offered 
grace, and bow submissively at the foot of the 
cross, and accept salvation on the terms of the gos- 
pel. A state of almost total despair ensued ; 
I feared I had committed the unpardonable sin ; 
but the promises of the gospel I found to be in fa- 
vor of the vilest of the vile who repent; and the 
Saviom’s voice appeared still calling tn acceuts 
altogether gracious: “ Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden.” And when I asked 
with aufeigned solicitude, avd entire subinission 
to the will of God, it pleased him in merey to ex- 
ercise his sovereignty in my behalf, by removing 
the tersor, and the load of guilt under which | le- 
bored, and enabling me to appropriate to myself 
the blessed promises of the gospel.” This is the 
Christian’s experience—this the foundation of bis 
hope; and when mortal eomfoits fail, and the 
streains of life run dry, he can then say with hum- 
bie confidence, | know that my Redeemer liveth, 
aud my best, my eterna! interest bemy Conmaitted 
to his care, I shall be sate though rocks and hills 
remove. 

Since therefore no Chvistian can say may to 
these things—since all who know “inahe day of 
their Visitation, the things which belong to their 
peace,” are accepted of God, and the want of this 
knowiedge is the ground of the condemnation of 
those who finally reject the gospel, it is very cieur- 
ly taught that man isa free, moral agent—and 
since the treasure of heavenly wisdom and heav- 
euly enjoyments is preserved for us in earthen 
vessels, that the excellency may appear of God 
only, who amoug the children of wisdom will ven- 
iure to demy the accounrabiiny of man, by assign- 
ing to him the character of a machine? And on 
the other hand, we may truly repeat the seutiment 
of the Poet, who says: 


** Bold is the wretch, and blasphemous the man, 
Who being finite, would attempt to scan 

The works of him that’s infinitely wise ; 

And those he cannot comprehend, denies.” 


His overruling and controlling providence, is 
the very work which holy angels and “gloomy 
b 





saints delight to contemplate, with humble pros- 
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tration, and adoring joy and gratitude ; and it is 
in this character of a sovereign, that the Lord of 
the universe unfolds the mysteries of his provi- 
dence, which prepare the immortal soul of man, 
for that ennobling, that heavenly employment, 
which shall assimilate man more a..4 more to the 
image of his maker, during the ceaseless ages of 
eternity. “ Let us therefore fear,” lest our zeal 
for a particular sect, lead us to deny the plain doc 

trines of the Bible, because above our reason to 
comprehend them, or to reconcile seeming diffi- 
cufties—lest our carnal desires and anxieties to 
fathom the mysteries of providence, be made the 
gtound, whytwe “ seem to come short of entering 
into that rest,” which remaineth for the people of 








Appress or Rev. Canvin Hitrecncocx ee- 
FORE THE AmeRIcaAN Tract Sociery. 


Iam aware, Sir, that a Tract isa very small 
thing, that costs but little; and in this proud 
world, it would not be strange, if some should be 
tempted to consider the whole concern of printing 
and distvibuting things so small, and of so little 
value, as quite below their dignity. Some profes- 
sed friends of the race of man would have us un- 
dertake to save the world by science. The knowl- 
edge of mathematics, of natural philosophy, and 
astronomy ; of the eternal properties of the trian- 
gle and other diagrams—this is to purify the intel- 
lect, and swell the heart with a tide of benevolence, 
such as shines every where in the works of the 
great Architect. 

Others tell us to address the understandings of 
men with deep and profound reasonings. The 
charch must be built up and the world converted 
by logic. If you would send through the earth a 
thrill of holy joy, you must furnish “a feast of 
reason.” Others are filled with zeal for learned 
investigations iv those inexhaustible mines of sa- 
cred wealth, the Holy Scriptwes. The worl! 
must be saved by Philology. But a Tract—i' i. 
so small, so powerless, it can do no good. Call 
upon a lofty minded astronomer, a gifted meta- 
physician, a learned orjeutalist, to aid a Tract Su 
ciety! He is doing a great work, and cannot come 
down. 

We would not undervalue the blessings of sci 
ence. Would that we had scientific Tracts scat- 
tered into every work-shop, and bar-room, and 
place of resort in this couatry, as they are in Eng- 
land. Far be it from us to hold in low estimation 
the power of argument, addressed to human rea 
son. Let the light of syllogisms be poured upon 
error and sophistry till they are ashamed. And 
let us honor the labors of the profound schola: 
who can march through a host of difficulties in 
regard to the literary history of the books of the 
Old and New Testaments—and can throw licht 
on the darkest passage in the Hebrew or Chalilee 
dialect. But what can all this do for the present 
population of the globe ? We are called to act ov 
a great mass of uneducated istellect: to move 
millions of hearts unaccustomed to deep researc!. 
Would we have them think, and think soberly ? 
We must then throw among them the materials 
of sober thought, in a tangible and intelligible 
form. On millivns of anlettered men the Holy 
Ghost must exert his renewing influence, or they 
will be lost. The means and motives therefore, 
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by which he works, must be furnished by the hand 
of Christian benevolence, in such a form as to be 
understood, and lay hold on the atteation. God 
always sends his truth to the heart, before he gives 
his spirit, May it not be hoped, that no man of 
learning, and talents, and piety will be willing to 
leave this world, will feel that he has done el! his 
duty, till he has given us a first rate rect? Aud 
that the first men in our country, as ut respects in- 
fluence and wealth, will lend their hands to the 
work of scattering these delicious morsels of serip- 
tural manna ainong the millions who people the 
earth ? 

Great good is to be done by preaching. It 
pleases God, by the foolishness of preaching to 
save them that believe. But we are unable, for 
want of men, to furnish this to one half the g:eat 
family of perishing souls. And besides, the gi and 
reason why preaching does no more good, is that 
it is so soon forgotten. The hearer, “like a man 
heholding his face in a glass, goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he 
was.” Aud, Sir, | would give him a pocket mir- 
ror. Itis the frequent presence of a thought in 
the mind which gives it power. Leet the hearer’s 
eye meet nothing on the way from the sanctuary, 
nor after he reaches his house, to revive his recol- 
lection of what he has heard, and but little good 


can be expected, Most preachers can do bat lit 
tle good by printing their sermons, They general 


ly excite but a limited and temporary interest, and 
are soon thrown aside among the rubbish, Bata 


Tract Society, by its perennial operations, gives 
to the author of a Tract an incomparable advan- 
tage. It will cause the throbbing of his pious 
heart to be felt ina wide an? ever widening circle, 
long after that heart has become stifl and co! 
and keep bis gracious lips in perpetual motion 
long after they are sealed by the haud of death. 
Ithas been a great desideratum amoung pious 
parents to find some method by which they could 


occupy the auention of children, in a proper man- 
ner, ou the Sabbath; and prevent them from run- 
ning wild, during the hours of holy time. May I 
be permtted to mention my own experience on 
this subject? Among my children, I have found 
nothing which could do this so effectually as a 
supply of Tracts. I am convinced that in any 
case, whera the children are barely able to read, 
if a suitable supply of the publications of this So- 
cisty were brought forward, on Sabbath morning, 
and thrown on a table for their use, their attention 
would be seriously and profitably occupied must 
of the day. And I scarcely know how a benevo- 
lent individual could be better employed, than ta 
going from family to famity, where the Sabbath ts 
not well regarded, and putting threes sem into 
operation. Who, Sir, can preserve liruts to the 
good influence of a national t » this, 
when the auspicious day shall avy istinply 
of their p iblhications, W trat 
ind enforce religious pris 

example, siall be consilere| an tel 
ticte of furniture for the Sobwati, ia e swrior 
and nursery and Kitchen th rliauul * laud! aud 
when the children of every tantly stall by then 
means, become sa accis! ymed to religious read 
ing, that if ove of them were placed oa the Sab 
bath where he could not obtain a religious book, 
he would feel as much incommoded, as he would 
to be deprived of his food. Whata release this 
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State ol 
stage lines, and steain boats, and packets, and liv 
ery stables! The iron-hearted necessity, which 
they tell us the voice of the public lays upou them, 
'o violate the fourth command, would be effectu- 
ally repealed. Ob let them come forward to this 
work like meu. This, Sir, would soon put the 
country into such a state, that should it ever be 
printed in the papers, that the President of the 
United States had taken an excursion ow the Sab- 
bath, every child enjoying the protection of his 
powerful arm, would know that he had done 
Wrong. 
The Tract system is suited to exert a wide and 
lasting influence, at little expense. The field is 
as wide as the world ; but it might be easily occu- 
pied. The press is a universal language; it can 
speak in every dialect. With one half the amount 
spent by the people of this Commonwealth fos 
ardent spirits, merely to tear down the walls of 
our earthly tabernacle, and shake the pillars of 
governmeut, and destroy souls, the publications of 
this Society might be scattered over the world. 
They might be seen falling thick upon the plains 
of India, and China, and Japan, like myriads of 
blossoms shaken from a vast fruit tree. Their 
voice might be heard in all the wilds of Africa; 
and through the rich vallies of South America. 
They might be sent to follow in the chase, and be 
read around the council fires, from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific Ocean. They might 
invade every section, and bless every dwelling, 
from the frozen pole to the burning line, in both 
hemispheres. And, Sir, the heart of benevolence 
cannot but ache, at the thought of the number of 
wealthy men who are yet strangers to the febicity 
of doing good—whose situation reminds us of a 
wealthy man starving in a golden cage. How 
blessed shall be that rich man, whose pious and 
princely liberality shall make the Tract system 
what it might be. No man, probably, will find 
himself surrounded by a more numerous or glad- 
some throng of the sanctified in the kingdom of 
glory. And it will, surely, abate nothing from his 
gratitude, that aurong them should be found the 
colored children of Africa, the despised gypsy, 
the untutored Indian, the unlettered peasant, and 
a multitude of children, who scarcely had time in 
this world to lisp the language of praise. And 
let us remember that the smallest mite, devoted to 
this object in humble piety, shall not fail of dving 
good here, vor be forgotten hereafter. 


named 





ea 


GENERAL ASSOCIATION OF CONNECTICUT. 
Extraets from the minutes of the Association, con- 
vened in this city, as we before noticed, on Tuesday, 
the 17th ult. The following appointments were made 
for the succeeding year. 
The next meeting of the Association, to be held at 
Wallingford, June, 1829. 


i¢s Would give to the proprietors of 





on of Connecticut. JULY, 


Delegates to the next General Assembly, the Rey. 
Messrs. Mc Lean, Punderson, and Backus ; to the as 
sociation of Massachusetts, the Rev. Messrs. Yale ani 
Andrew ; to the General Association of N. Hamp. 
shire, Rev. Messrs. H. L. Vaill, and L. Hyde; to the 
Convention of Vermont, Rev. Messrs. E. W. Hooker, 
and Robbins; to the Consociation of Rhode Island. 
Rev. Messrs. David Smith, and Pettengill; to the 
Conference in Maine, Rev. Mr. Scranton. 


Voted, That each District Association shall send jn 
future, to the General Association three delegates. 


The following Votes and Resolutions, express the 
united sentiment and feeling of the Association to- 
wards many of the prominent subjects of benevolence, 
piety, and intelligence in our land; another testimo- 
ny of the esteem in which they should be held, from 
those whose professions and pursuits, so universally 
fit them for comparing and judging. 

After an address from the Rev. Mr. Boyd, in beha}; 
of the Am. S. S. Union 


Voted, “ That whereas the Am. Sund. School Un. 
ion is regarded by this Association as an institution o 
great importance among the other benevolent socic. 
ties of the day, and calculated to produce a powerfy: 
effect in counteracting the influences of pernicious ey- 
rors in religion and morals, and in disseminating th 
truth as it is in Jesus Christ among the youth of om 
country : and whereas it is desirable that the said 
Union should greatly extend its labors and enlarge 
its operations in the publication of suitable books for 
Sabbath Schools, and in the employment of an in- 
creased number of energetic agents in order to ex- 
tend the influence of the Sabbath School system: and 
whereas an appeal is about to be made to the Chris. 
tian community in the principal cities and towns of 
our country, to obtain funds for extending the bene- 
fits of that institution, the American Sunday Schoo! 
Union has our entire confidence and affection, and is 
hereby recommended to the prayers and the patron- 
age of the churches in connection with this associa 
tion.” 

The Rev. Mr. Bruen addressed the Association, i: 
behalf of the “ General Union for promoting the ob 
servance of the Christian Sabbath.” 


Voted, “That, regarding the Sabbath as vital to 
the welfare of the church and nation at large, and de- 
ploring the alarming inroads which have been made 
upon its sanctity, we rejoice in the formation of th 
General Union, and heartily approve of the plan 
which it has adopted to preserve that holy day froin 
profanation ; and that it be recommended to all the 
churches and congregations in connection with this 
body, speedily to form associations auxiliary to the 
General Union.” 

Voted, ** That the obligation of the American peo- 
ple to Africa, require us fo use all proper efforts not 
only to promote the colonization, but the moral an: 
intellectual improvement of the colored people of this 
country ; and that it be recommended to the church- 
es and congregations in our connection to pay some 
special attention to the subject.” 

Resolved, ‘To recommend to the churches to co- 
operate with their Pastors in forming and cherishing 
Bible Classes, and to Bible Classes to become auxilia- 
ry to the American Bible Class Society, and to report 





A committee was appointed to report to the next 
General Association on the expediency of uniting that 
Society and the Miss. Soc. of Conneeticut with the 
Home Missionary Society. 

Kev. J. Tenney appointed to preach the next An- 


to it annually their state.” 

Voted, “‘ That this Association approve the plan of 
the American Temperance {Society ; that it recom- 
mends the formation of Temperance Societies in all 
our towns, the terms of membership in which, shall be 
a subscription of the following articles of agreemert, 





nual Missionary Sermon, and the Rev. Dr. Taylor the 
Coencio ad Fernm, 





viz: Believing that the use of intoxicating liquors is, 
for persons in health, not only unnecessary, but hurt- 
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ful; that it is the cause of forming intemperate appe- 
tites and habits, and that while it is continued, the 
evils of intemperance can never be prevented: There- 
fore, we the subscribers, for the purpose of promoting 
our own welfare and that of the community, agree 
that we will abstain from the use of distilled spirits, 
except as a medicine in case of bodily infirmity ; that 
we will not allow the use of them in our families, nor 
provide them for the entertainment of our friends, or 
for persons in our employment; and that in all suit- 
able ways we will discountenance the use of them in 
the community. 

That it be recommended to the churches in this 
State to observe the fourth Wednesday in January, 
1829, as a day of fasting, humiliation and prayer, on 
account of the alarming prevalence of the vice of in- 
temperance in our country.” 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
CONNECTICUT BRANCH SOCIETY. 


Mr. Eprror, 
fn your account of the annual meeting of the 
Connecticat Branch of the American Education Soci- 
ety, published week before last, a statement occurs, 
which | fear may mislead some of your readers, on a 
subject respecting which it is important that the inn- 
pressions of the public be strictly correct. 

The statement to which I refer is, that speeches 
were made “ principally iu support of a wise resolu- 
ttoa, by which it was proposed to unite*and put at 
the disposal of Yale College all the funds which are 
contributed for the cause, and which have hitherto 
been applied in a divided and desultory manner.”’ 


The only resolutiva adopted or proposed was the | 


resolution to accept and publish the report. The re- 
port contained a statement of the Tact that the people 


of Connecticut, with their institutions of education, | 


and with their ample means for the prosecution of 
this departinent of benevolent effort, are actually de- 
linquent. The necessity of new efforts in this cause 
was urged, by an allusion to the bearing which the 
operations of the American Education Society, if we 
stand aloof, must have on the prosperity of our lite- 
rary institutions. Out of Connecticut, most of the 
colleges, and many academies, have ample encdow- 
menis for the support of indigent students. 
College, and at perhaps every one of our academies. 
there is no such endowment; or at the most, none of 
avy amount. 
Vale College the expense of board, and perhaps every 
other necessary expense of a charity student, is as 
low as at any other college in New-Eng!and, the ben- 
eficiaries have of late resorted to other institutions, 
where in addition to the scanty loans afforded by the 
American Education Society, they can receive assist- 
ance from some noble charity fund. 

In stating this fact there is no design to cast any 
blame on the system of appropriations adopted by 
the Americau Education Society. That system has 
been adopted honestly ; aad though its operation on 
our institutions may be just at this time unfavorable, | 
hesitate not to declare that the system is the only svs- 
tem which they could adopt conscientiously, as stew- 
ards of the public bounty. The Directors of that So- 
ciety are bound to do all that they can to promote the 
education of pious young’ men for the work of the 
ministry. They are bound to bestow on each benefi- 
ciary the least sum with which he can possibly pursue 
his studies. And as the people of Connecticut, and 
as the friends of the literary institutions of Connecti- 
cut, we must see to it that this system does not operate 
unfavorably en our institutions. In other words, if 
we have not, at our colleges and academies, charity 
funds of which the beneficiaries ean avail themselves, 
in additiog to the insufficient loans of the American 
Education Society, we must either provide sach funds, 
or let the beneficiaries seek in other states tlre advan- 
tages which they cannot enjov here. 


At Yale | 


The consequence is, that though at) 
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To this state of things the report alladed, informing 
the meeting that the subject of making a separaic 
provision for defraying the tuition of beneficiaries at 
the colleges and academies of this State, had been 
brought before the Board by the Directors of the 
National Society, and that though nothing definite 
has as vet been resolved upon, it is hoped some meas- 
ures will be adopted for raising such a fund as soou 
as possible. ; 

These—as I understood the matter---are the views 
which were alluded to in the report, aud presented 
more distinctly in the speeches. 1 for one was glad 
to hear it stated, that the American Education Socie- 
ty had interested themselves in this object, and had 
proposed to the Directors of the Connecticut Branch 
an effort to procure special and separate contributions, 
to defray the tuition of beneficiaries in our institn- 
tions. I think the friends of Christ in Counecticut, 
and the friends of Yale College every where, are par- 
ticularly called upon at this time to make an effort 
for the attamment of so desirable an end. And while 
{ am writing, | will venture to say a few words whic! 
1 wish I could speak to some purpose. 

1. There ought to be at least a hundred pious ben 
eficiaries in Yale College. The demand for qualified 
ministers is traly astonishing, and, to those who have 
not examined the subject almost incredible. This 
demand is constantly increasing. Thousands of min 
isters must be educated, to supply the wants of the 
church. And is it too much to say, that Connecticut 
ought to have one hundred constantly in a course of 
education? [do not speak of the influence which a 
hundred beneficiaries would exert on a college with 
nearly four hundred undergraduates, That may be 
judged of from the published testimony of college of- 
| ficers, and from the natural feclings of every Chris- 
tian parent who has a sofi at college. 

2 More thana hundred beneficiaries might be ed- 
| ucated at Vale College. The lustitation is not now 
entirely without encouragement for the indigent. 
There are a variety of means in and about college, 
iby which from twenty to thirty students can easily 
| earn, each, from 20 to 80 dollars a year. And there 
| isa customary annual appropriation of 1000 dollars, 
| 
' 
! 
| 








from the income of college a great part of which goes 
to assist such as need assistance. In these things 
beneficiaries may share, equally with other needy stu- 
ldents. The American Education Society, have giv- 
| ena pledge to the public, that every pious indigent 
young man of proper talents, who may apply for aid, 
'shall receive from them or their branches, a loan of 
| seventy-two dollars perannum. The tuition of a stn- 
! dent in Yale College is 33 dollars a year. Might not 
100 times 33 dollars, or 150 times 33 dollars, be raise | 
for this purpose with a little additional effort’ 
3. Christians, and especially Pastors onght to seek 
out and put forward young men of proper qualifica- 
tious, that they may obtain an edueation for the minis- 


ltry. Among the young men whom the late revivals 


have added to our churches, how many are there who 
ought to engage in a course of preparation for the min- 
istrv. Thousands and thousands of the children of 
Cornhecticut, scattered over the vast moral desolations 
of the south and west are looking back to Connecticut 
for ministers. To every one of our pastors | would 
say, Is there not in your flock some one youth—some 
two, three, six, who with or without charitable aid 
might become useful ministers?) To every mechanic 
or merchant who has a pious promising apprentice, I 








would sav, Bpare him for “the Lord hath need of 
him.” ‘To every parent who lias @ pious promising 
son, | would say, Can you not educate him for the 
ministry ; or if you are to poor to do it yourself, will 
you not give him up to be the subject of this charity ? 
To every pious young maa lt would say, If your most 
judicious friends think you qualified, will you not give 





yourself to the toils and self-denial ofa charity student 
that you may hereafter give yourself to the labors of 
a minister of Christ? L. B. 




































































For the Religious Intelligencer. 
A QUESTION. 


How must a Christiar dealer in ardent spirits, in- 
terpret the following denuaciation (certainly as pos- 
itive and unqualified as any in the Bible) so as to be 
able to pursue his business with a peaceful conscience? 
viz. “* Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink, 
that putteth thy bortle to him, and makest him drunk- 
en also.”’— Hab. ii. 15. 

A great favor would be conferred Mr. Editor, if 
you, orsome of your correspondents (doubtless the 
Jove of Christ and of souls will constrain you) would 
auswer ths question in such a manner, that the class 
of men referred to, may be enabled to decide, wheth- 
er they are really labouring under 

- No Mistake. 


THE SABBATH. 
Many of the statutes recently enacted by the Cher- 
okee Nation, are worthy of imitation by their more 
enlightened, and less Christian neighbors. Surely 
the Lord will not drive out a people who thus re- 
gard his Sabbaths, to make place for those whose 
rulers make it a day of recreation. 
By the Legislature of the Cherokee Nation, 


Resolved, That the business of the council dur- 
ing its session be suspended on the Sabbath, and 
also, that the merchants, and pedlers, and me 
chanics, at New Town, close the doors of their 
shops and suspend all business; and any person 
Or persons violating this resolution shall forfeit 
and pay the sum of fifteen dollars, to be collecied 
for the bewefit of the nation by the proper offi- 
cer. 


CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE, 





The fullowing table presents at one view the receipts of 
the principal benevolent Societies of our country, during 
the last and two preceding years, so far as we bave been 
able to ascertain them. li will be seen from a compari 
son of the different columns, that there has been, in al- 
most every instance, a very gratifying increase —YV, Y, 
Obs. 

1825-6. 1826-7 
Board of Miss. 865,392 54; S67 401 99} 


127 o 
tmwl=o. 


Am. $92,580 53 


Christian Bencvolence.—Revivals of Religien. 








most deplorable condition ; having consumed all their 
provisions and spent the money paid them by the 
government, they are now left in a state of little shor: 
of actual starvation. A number of those opposed to 
emigration, amounting it is said to six or seven thou. 
sand, have assembled at their Council Ground, 15 
miles from the town of Columbas, but for what pur. 
pose we are not informed. Considerable apprehen- 
sions are entertained at Columbus, lest the Indians 
driven to desperation by their sufferings should com- 
oe depredations on our defenceless citizens.—Chas. 
our. 





——— 





«Revivals of Religion. 


On the last Sabbath fourteen young persons were 
received into covenant with the church in this city, un- 
der the pastoral care of Rev. Mr. Bacon. Three 
were admitted on the same day to the Church in Col- 
lege,—And about twenty are expecting to unite with 
the Rev. Mr. Merwin’s Church on the morrow.— 
These are some of the first fruits of the late revival, 
and we hope many others will follow. 





From the Western Luminary. 
REVIVALS IN KENTUCKY. 
SHELBYVILLE. 


During the continuance of a Five Day’s Meet- 
ing at Shelbyville, which closed on Tuesday of 
last week, between seventy and eighty were ad- 
ded tothe Presbyterian Church, on profession 
of their faith and repentance, and upwards of 
one hundred others, we are informed, came to the 
anxious seats, desiring the prayers of God’s peo- 
nie. 


SPRINGFIELD CHURCH. 
Montgomery County. 


Ata Four Days’ meeting in this Church, which 
closed on Monday of last week, between fifty and 
sixty persons, were added to the Church, and about 
eighty others, professed anxiety abaat the salva- 
ition of their souls. 


(JuLy, 


Bible Soectety 51 33994; 
Pract Society 10,158 78 
Edueation Soe. 12,003 09) 
Home Miss. Soc. 11,804 0} 
5.58. Union 12,499 68 
Baptst Board 
Colonization Soc .10.936 04 
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$15,381 94 for the buildings. 
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30,413 10) 
37,874 90; 
18,140 76 
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75,879 93 
45,134 58 
33,017 50 
29 035 78 
14.603 38 
14.541 82 
§8.549 71 

6,245 17 


5,155 72 
4,710 34 


4,363 27 
4,167 20 


1,257 97 
816 99 





$200,167 18 $292,044 32 $350,375 32 
* Exelusive of receipts for books; 


+ Including $19,018 53, the product of sales, &c. 
Besides $5,640 99 paid over to the Parent Society. 
4 Besides $3,609 95 paid over to the Parent Society. 


THE CREEK INDIANS. 


We learn by a gentleman lately from the Chatahoo- 
chy, thatthe Creek Indians on that frontier are ina of between 50 and 35 members. 


but inchuding 


PISGAH. 


Pisgah, June 4th, 1828. 


The Lord continnes to carry on the good work 
he began in December last, at the Pisgah Church, 
Woodford County. At our late sacramental 
meeting, eighteen persons, having given satisfac- 
tory evidence of a change of heart were received 
into communion of this Church ; of these, four 
had heen conversed with by one of the neighbour- 
ing Sessions, but at this time attached themselves, 
to Pisgah. 


LAWRENCEBURG. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. John R. Moreland, 
to the Editor of the Western Luminary, da- 
ted June 9th, 1828. 


I attended a meeting at Lawrenceburg, Ander- 
son county, which commenced on the 30th of last 
month, and ended the 3d of the present. The 
Lord appeared to be gloriously present with the 
people. Twenty-six professed to obtain a hope of 
life eternal, and made a public professons of 
their faith. A church was organized, consisting 
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THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


The first No. of the National Preacher, volume 3d. 
contains two Sermons by the Rev. Mr. Bacon of New- 
Haven. We make the following extracts from one 
of them, on the Duties of Young Christians. 


[. Joun ii. 14.—J have wrillen unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong, and lhe word of God abideth in 
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one. 

So now, it is not enough for the youthful Christian, 
that he bas repented and believed. The work of 
pastoral vigilance over him does not cease at the 
moment he ts brought into the kingdom of God. It 
is but just begun. He needs perpetually to be warn- 
ed against the illusions that beset his path, and the 
snares that may intercept his progress towards celes- 
tial glory ; aad perpetually to be incited to holier as- 
pirations, and to more devoted usefulness. 

Upon youthful Christians great responsibilities are 
devolving. 1 speak, not only of the moral fluence 
which they are now exerting, or which they ought to 
be exerting, on their companions and friends, and of 
the results which must come from that influence prop- 
erly directed; but I speak more particularly of the 
bearing which their future character and efforts are 
to have on the general prosperity and triumph of the 
Charch of God. The moral character of another 
generation is to be shaped by their spirit and their 
examples. The religious enterprises and triumphs of 


et- another age are to be achieved by their hands. The 

of immediate destinies of that great kingdom, which is 

ad- advancing to fill the earth with light and joy, are soon 

ion to be intrusted to their keeping, for them to accele- 

of rate its march to universal power, or to delay the 

he consummation of its glory. Great results are there- 

in fore depending upon what they shall be, and what 

they shall do. And in this period of youth, it is for 

them to determine, how well fitted they shall be to 

discharge these great responsibilities. They have a 

nobler part to act in the history of the world’s re- 

demption; and now, if ever, they must acquire those 

habits of devotion, and that character of decided and 

ch powerfullChristian influence, which may enable them 

ad nobly to sustain the noble part that will devolve upon 
ut them. 

a- it is not enough, then, for the young Christian to 
be barely a believer ;~—it is not for him to be satisfied 
with having just so much piety as will carry him rep- 
utably through the world, and safely into heaven; it 
should be his aim to become a Christian of eminent 
piety and of eminent usefulness. It should be his 

k aim to cultivate all those habits, and to acquire all 

h, those. traits of character, which will qualify him to 

| discharge all his responsibilities. 

; Suffer me, then, to suggest to youthful Christians 

a some traits of character which they myst now acquire 
and cultivate as a preparation for sustaining, happily 

ie to themselves and acceptably to God, the part which 

q they will so soon be summoned to perform. 


Among the traits of character which the young 
Christian ought to cultivate, the following are select- 
ed: First, 2 thirst for knowledge. Secondly, The 
spirit of Christian activity. Thirdly, Self-denial ; and 
| Fourthly, The habit and spirit of prayer. We select 
only from the second and third head. 


The youthful Christian ought by all means to cul- 
tivate a spirit of Christian activity. There are ©hris- 
tians who are not aclire Christians.. They are active 
men perhaps—men of great business, and great en- 
terprise ;—but as Christians they do nothing. They 
have intelligence perhaps, and every other means of 
influence; but they are net active in the cause of 
Christ; and so their influence is for the most part 
useless to the church. They may be, now and then, 










The National Preacher. 9] 


wrought upon by others to contribute something of 
their influence to the advancement of the cause of 
God ; but they are rarely, if ever, active,—they are 
passive, having no motion of their own. Now the dif- 
ficulty with such Christians—and it is & great one— 
is, that when they became Christians, they did not 
resolve on the right standard of excellence :—they 
have never received, and very likely never will re- 
ceive such an impulse as effectually to rouse within 
them the spirit of Christian enterprise; they have 
never formed the habit of untiring activity in the ser- 
vice of Christ. And so they live along, with a repu- 
table profession of Christianity, doing nothing, or 
next to nothing, for the cause which they have es- 
poused ; nothing directly, and very little indirectly, 
for the salvation of souls: and at last when they die, 
neither the church vor the world is much the better 
for their religion. ‘They have been active enough, as 
men of business; they have left behind a great amount 
of property, to be the temporal and eternal ruin of 
their children; but as Christians they never felt they 
had any thing great to do. Aud when they reach 
héaven—if indeed there is room there for such Chris- 
tians—when they look down upon the world they 
have left, and see how little they have done for it, 
they will for ever regret their s'othfulness, and for 
ever adore that grace which could forgive such guilty 
inefficiency. Now it is for you, my young friends, to 
choose whether you will be such Christians—mere 
ciphers in the kingdom ef God—or whether you will 
be Christians to some purpose. If you do not choose 


to spend your life in doing nothing for the cause of 


Christ, now is the time for you to establish such habits 
of activity, aud to cultivate such a spirit of Christian 
enterprise, as will hereafter guide you and impel you 
into every path of usefulness which Providence may 
open. Cultivate therefore now such a spirit and such 
habits, that hereafter the work of serving Christ, by 
efforts for the advancement of his kingdom, may not 
be to you a strange work—a work too strange to be 
attempted. If you do not form these habits now, 
probably you never will; for it is very rare that an 
individual, converted in youth, is, in after life, so con- 
verted a second time as to acquire a new Christian 
spirit and to form new Christian habits. The gen- 
eral form which his character takes at the beginning, 
commonly continues to the end. I say then, if you 
are to be an active Christian hereafter, you must be 
an active Christian now. Opportunities for being 
active—opportunities for cultivating the spirit of 
Christian euterprise—are now abundant. The church 
is arming all her sons for self-defenee and for con- 
quest. In the sabbath-school, in the various associa- 
tions for missions, for distributing the Bible, for cir- 
culating religious tracts, for all the purposes of Chris- 
tian benevolence, there is work for young hands to 
do; and in these ways you can be active now, and 
can be cherishing that spirit of enterprise, which will 
not only enlarge your Christian influence end aug- 
ment your Christian enjoyment through life, bat wall 
swell the happiness of your eternal song in heaven. 
The circle of your brothers and sisters, or the wider 
circle of your youthful friends, affords a thousand oc- 
casions for Christian activity —which if you improve, 
you may not only turn mavy to righteousness, but 
win for yourseifa brighter and still brighter crown 
of everlasting glory. 

It}. The young Christian ought to learn the disci- 
pline of self-denia/. If any man will come after me, 
says Christ, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. The denial of self/—the renun- 
ciation of selfish pursuits—the sacrifices of selfish 
gratifications—is, throughout the word of God, one 
of the most obvious and essential traits of Christian 
character. And yet this trait of character is but lit- 
tle insisted on, and still less exhibited in the conduct 
of those who bear the Christian name. The profess- 
sors of Christianity in our day are at ease in Zion; 









































































Present Duty 


they dwell in ceiled houses ; they stretch themselves 
upon their couches, and eat the lambs out of the flock; 
they chaunt to the sound of the viol; they drink wine 
in bowls, and anoint themselyes with the chief oint- 


ments; but they are not grieved for the afiliction of 


Joseph. Look round on the majority of those who 
call themselves the followers of Christ, and see how 
much their religion costs them. Habitual selt-denial 


for the cause of the Redeemer—the daily bearing of 


the cross—there is nothing like it in their creed or in 
their thoughts. What superfluity do they retrench, 
that they may have something for the work of God? 
What luxury do they forego? Who is it that is ap- 
paralled more gaily or more expensively than they 
and their children? Whose entertainments—whose 
sacrifices on the alter of fashion and the pride of life, 
are more splendid, more luxurious, more costly than 
theirs? Who more eager in the pursuit of wealth than 
they? Inshort, who is more conformed to the world 
in its reputable pleasures, in its pride, in its pursuits ? 
And all the while, from the four winds there comes 
into their ears, the cry of misery to be relieved, the 
cty of ignorance to be instructed, the ery of sin to be 
removed by the application of the Gospel, and the 
shouts of the armies of [mmanuel rushing to the vie- 
tory. Yet, to aid the triumphs of the cross, to heal 
the diseases and relieve the miseries of a wicked 
world, they bestow nothing but the crumbs that fall 
fron: their table—nothing but that which they cannot 
respectably appropriate to themselves or their chil- 
dren, 

Now if ever the church is te achieve the conquest 
of the world, the work must be accomplished by 
Christians of another stamp from these. The ancient 
self-denial--the ancient bearing of the cross—must 
not only be revived, but must be general among the 
followers of Christ; and men must feel that it costs 
something to be Christians. Thérefore I say to vou, 
my youthful brethren, gird yourself now to follow 
your Redeemer. Learn in youth the holy discipline 
of self-denial. Try now how much vou can retrench 
from vour pleasures and your pride for the sake of 
gloryfying God. Discipline yourself by self-denial— 
by bearing the cross daily—so that you may be a 
chosen generation, a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 


Would to God I could make vou know what resafts | 


are depending upon vou: what interests of the church 
and of a dying world are involved in your future char- 
acter and efforts. When I look on the young Chris- 
tians of this age, and reflect that they are soon to sus- 
tain the ancient glories of the church of God,—when 
| look abroad on the earth and see the crisis that is 
at hand,---when I listen to the cries that come from 
every quarter of the world, summoning the people of 
(iod to new efforts and more splendid exhibitions of 
piety ;---T seem to see the hoary generations that are 
past, rising up from their repose to watch over the 
progress of the young followers of Christ ;—I seem 
to hear the voices of blest spirits from above, cheer- 
ing them on in the career of piety ;---I seem to see a 
world in misery, turving its imploring hands to them, 
and heseeching thew to be worthy of their name, wor- 
thy of their privileges, worthy of their noble destiny ; 
-.--§ seem to hear----I do hear God himself speaking 
from the heavens, Ye have chosen the better part. be 
faithful uato death, and I will give you crowns of life. 


PRESENT DUTY OF MINISTERS. 














of Ministers. Juny : 
> 1828. 
ness, zeal, and labors of the apostles. We must Joy, ) 
more, and pray more, and give more, and toil mor, to awa 





and shine more in a holy example. When I loo, & he*"* 
forward to the zeal and self denial and devotedne,, J see 
of the Christians and Christian pastors who wil] }, lament 
on this ground a century hence, 1 see them lookin,y ing the 
back to us as we do to the days of Thomasa Becket plaints 
A new impulse has indeed been given within the las; world 
six-and-thirty years, and as a body, we have mai, and bl 
some advance; but we are not yet strung ap to that ever-li 
devotedness which is due to Him who died for our J »'ethT 
lives, or which is necessary to bring forward the glo. && ‘"*s* 
ry of the latter day. 
I have had an opportunity to see the progress of 

things, for this whole period of six-and-thirty years. —m € 
I saw the darkness before the dawn. I saw the field On 


of death before the bones began to move. And Sas 
young men I can testify, that it is not easy for then erhi 
to conceive of the changes which have taken place. Thi 
By the almond blossoms I am reminded that l can : 
trace this progress but little longer. But before | es 
quit the scene, | would fain drop one word more to ves 
encourage my brethren in their heavenly course, ani avalu 
if it be my last, would with my dying breath glad), as “8 
help forward this beloved cause of God and man. — id o' 
A vast responsibitity rests upon this Convention o/ 7 
Ministers. In the American part of these great plans dren ¢ 
of benevolence, New-England seems destined to take and A 
the lead. And this oldest of the New-England states, the an 
which wes also the first to move in this glorious enter- ed at 
prise, seems to claim a priority of influence and obli- 
gation. Eugland appears to have- been appointed to be 
the carrier of the Gospel for the eastern continent: appre 
and her intelligence, her energy, her wealth, her be- are gi 
nevolence, her naval empire extending like a belt 
around the globe, which distinguished her from all 1. 
the nations of the east, have eminently qualified her to sel 
for that office. The sons of the Pilgrims, in the O, 
rough forests and fields of New-England, have in:- this, 
proved the old English character, and have acquired Deut 
a hardihood, an energy, and an enterprise which turne 
were never surpassed by any people on the face of 59, 
the earth. This strength of character, combined man 
with her piety, knowledge, and strong common sense, enow 
has seemed to designate New-England to be the car- | wil 


rier of the Gospel for the western continent. The Fath 
part she has acted for the last sixteen years, and the . 











The Rev. Dr. Griffin, in his sermon preached be- 
fore the annual Convention of the Congregationa! 
Ministers of Massachusetts, in Boston, May 29, 1828, 
thus addressed the. Ministers of the Gospel :— 


Brethren, we are but half awake. If the Church 
Ts ever to reach the summit of her glory, her minis- 














influence of her sons wherever scattered, have ap- thee, 
peared plainly to mark her out for this destiny. But Luk 
the livelier feelings of people nearer the suu are in 3. 
some illustrious instances starting so much ahead ture 
that | begin to hope that the whole United States wii! my | 
goinamass. Yet New-England has certainly been ing | 
the means of rousing this spirit. And her influence i 
must continue to be applied, and must be increased veil 
a hundred fold, before all the darkness and misery) hers 
between this and the Pacific.—between this and Cape os 
Horn,--are removed. Of this general responsibility ed 
of New-England, Massachusetts must bear her fu!! evil 
part. Hei metropolis is at this moment, and has sons 
been from the beginning of this movement, and wi)! carn 
long continue to be, the radiating point for the wes subj 
ern continent. Its influence will be still more fe!t Sot 
On this consecrated ground, hard by the sepulchres God 
of our sainted fathers, the cause of Christ is fast ris 
ing up, and wilk continue to rise, and will fill these 8 
temples, aud fill these streets, and send out from this | hav 
ancient city of our solemnities, a life-giving influence life’ 
to regenerate the land and bless the world. And al! I 
the amazing responsibility hence resulting, must in « > had 
great measure be divided among the members of this hav 
convention. — " 
O my brethren, to what a birth-right are we boro. of t 
Under what a crushing weight of responsibility do we h 
lie. What a’ voice Of authority comes down from the 
heaven; what appeals to our conscience, our compas- ont 
sions, our gratitude: “What calls come in from the - 
vin 








ters must imake wich nearer approaches to the holi- 


four quarters of the globe, to break our hearts, and 
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to awaken our undivided, untiring, undying zeal. I 
hear a voice of wailing from the ends of the earth. 1 
see nations weltering in their blood. I hear a joud 
lament from the eternal pit. Around you, as bear- 
ing the badges of the messengers of Christ, the com- 
plaints and the entreaties gather. By the joys of one 
world and the miseries of two, by the compassions 
and blood of a dying Saviour, by the authority of the 
ever-living God, ! conjure you, I entreat you, my 
brethren, to wake up to this awful voice of heaven, to 
chese dying groans of a world. 


QUESTIONS 
On Christian Experience and Character.— By 

Samuei Harris, Minister of the Gospel.— Hav- 

erhill, printed by A. W. Thayer, 1828. 

This unpretending book consists of 24 large duode- 
cimo pages with a suitable cover. The design of it is 
to assist persons in the duty of self-examination. It is 
a valuable little manual, and well adapted to be useful 
as “‘ a means of detecting the hope of the hypocrite, 
and of strengthening and confirming that of the chil- 
dren of God.”’ This is doue in the form of Questions 
and Answers. The Questions are 84 in nnmber, and 
the answers wholly consist of texts of Scripture insert- 
ed at length, with the places put down where they are 
to be found. To illustrate the prospective utility and 
appropriateness of the whole, the following extracts 
are given as specimens. 





1. Have I ever taken my spiritual concerns in- 
to serious consideration ? 

O, that they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their latter end! 
Deut. xxxii. 29. I thought on my ways, and 
turned my feet unto thy testimonies. Psalm. cxix. 
59. And when he came to himself, he said, How 
many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough, and to spare, and T perish with hunger ! 
I will arise and go to my father, and say unto him, 
Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 
Luke xv. 17, 18, 19. 


3. Have I been deeply convinced that by na 
ture T aim entirely destitute of holy affections, that 
iny heart is full of sin, and that I do nothing pleas- 
ing to God ?, 

I know you, that ye have not the love of God in 
you, John. v. 42. And God saw that the wicked 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. Gen. vi. 5. The heart of the 
sons of men is full of evil. EKecl. ix. 5. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not 
subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that arein the flesk cannot please 
God. Rom. viii. 7, 8. 

8. Have I been made fully. sensible that I 
have no excuse for my wickedness of heart and 
life ? 

If [had not come and spoken ‘unto them, they 
had not had sin [comparatively ;] but now they 
have no cloak fur their sins. John xv. 22. 

The invisible things of him from the_ creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
the things that are made, even bis eternal power 
and godhead ; so that they are without excuse. 
Because that when they knew God, they glorified 
one as Gud, neither were thankful. Rom. i. 
=", 21. 








Questions on Christian EXrperience and Character. 3 


12. DoT renounce all nity own righteousness 
and receive the Lord Jesus by faith ? 

Yea, doubtless, and [count all things but loss 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Clirist Je- 
sus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of 
all things, and do count them but dung, that [may 
win Christ aud be found in him, not having mine 
own righteousness which is of the law, bot thet 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith. Phil. iii. 8, 9. 

He that believeth and is baptized, shall be sav- 
ed; but he that believeth not shall be dammed, 
Mark xvi. 16. 

15. Does my faith work by love, purify my 
heart, and overcome the world ? 

In Jesus Christ neither circumeision availett 
any thing, wor ancircumcision; bat faith which 
worketh by love. Gal. v. 6. Purifying their 
hearts by faith. .Jels xv. 9. Whatsoever is born 
of God oveicomeih the world ; and this 1s the vic- 
tory that overcometh the world even our faith. 1 
John v. 4. 


24. Is Jehovali the sopreme object of my de- 
sire ? 

Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides thee. My 
flesh and my heart faileth; but God is the strength 
of my heart, and my portion forever. Ps. Ixxiii. 
25, 26. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul. 
Lam. iii. 24. 

28. Dol desire the light of God’s countenance 
more than any worldly prosperity ? 

There be many that say, Who will show us any 
good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy conn- 
tenance upon us. Thou hast put gladness in my 
heart, more than in the time that their corn and 
their wine increased. Ps. iv. 6, 7. 

$2. Is the whole word of God very precious to 
me ? 

How sweet are thy words unto my taste 5 yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth. Thy testimo- 
nies have I taken as an heritage forever ; for they 
are the rejoicing of my heart. T rejoice at thy 
word as one that findeth great spoil. Ps. cxix. 10a, 
111, 162. 

36. DoT esteem it”a precious privilege fre- 
quently to meet with the children of God for sv- 
cial prayer and religious conference ? 

Then they that feared the Lord, spake often 
one to another; and the Lord liearkened and heard 
it; and a book of remembrance was written before 
him for them that feared the Lord and that thougbt 
upon his name. Mal. ii. 16. And the inhabit- 
ants of one city shall go to another, saying let us 
go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to seek 
the Lord of hosts: I will go also. Yea, many 
people and strong nations shall come to seek the 
Lord of hosts in Jerusalem, and to pray before the 
Lord. Zech. viii. 21, 22, 

41. Have La truly humble and contrite heart ? 

Be clothed with humility ; for God resisteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble. 1 Pet. v, 
5. Every one that exalteth himself shall be abas- 
ed; and be that humbleth himself shall be exalted, 
Luke xviii. 14. Thus saith the high and lofty 
Ove that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; 
I dwell in the high and holy place, with him.a's> 
that isof a humble and contrite spitit, to revive tlie 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the-heart of the 
contrite ones. Isa. lvii. 15. The sacrifices of Gud 
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are # broken spirit ; a broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise. Ps. li. 17. 


44. Do I mourn for my sins as committed 
against God, and especially against a crucified 
Saviour ? 

Against thee, thee only have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight. Ps. li. 4. And I will ponr 
upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication, 
and they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mourn for him as one 
mourneth for an only son, and shall be in bitter- 
ness for him. as one that is in bitterness for his 
first-born. Zech. xii 10. Godly sorrow worketh 
repentance ty salvation not te be repented of; but 
the sorrow of the wold worketh death. 2 Cor, vii. 
10, 

47. Do I daily strive, in dependance on the 
Holy Spirit, to mortify every sinful desire ? 

"If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye 
though the Spirit, do mortify the deeds of the 
body, ye shall live. Rom. viii. 13. They that are 
Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its affections 
and lusts. Gal. v. 24. 

50. DoT perceive that] am making any ad- 
vances in the divine life ? 

The righteous shall hold on his way: and he 
that hath cleav hands shall be stronger and strong- 
er. Job. xvii. 9. Every branch that beareth fruit 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 
John xv. 2. Weare bound to thank God always 
for you brethren as it is meet, because that your 
faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of eve 
ry one of you aii toward each other aboundeth. 
2 Thes.i. 3. But grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 2 Pet. 
iii, 18. 

60. DoT heartily desire and pray for revivals 
of religion ? 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy 
glory unwo their children. Ps. xc. 16. O Lord, 
revive thy work in the widst of the years; in the 
midst of the vears make known ; in wrath remem- 
ber mercy. Had. iii. 2. Thy kingdom cone, thy 
will be done on earth as it is mm heaven. Mall. vi. 
10. Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to 
God for Israel is, that they might be saved. Rom. 
x. 1. 

62. Dol prefer the interests of Zion above all 
other interests in the universe ? 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the Toof of my mouth ; if 
I prefer not Jerusalem above iny chief joy. Ps. 
Cxxxvii. 5, 6. 

65. Do I contribute to charitable objects as 
much as duty requires ? 

Honor the Lord with thy substance, and with 
the first fruits of all thine increase: So shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty, aud thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine. There isthat scattereth, 
and yet increaseth ; and there is that witholdeth 
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. Prov. 
iit 9, 10 ,and xi. 24. 

73. Do I endeavor to keep a strict watch over 
mv heart and life F 

Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it 
are the issues of life. Ponder the path of thy feet. 


Questions on Christian Experience and Character. 





[J uxy, 


not into temptation. Matt. xxvi. 41. Watch » 
therefore. And whatI say unto you, I say uni, 
ail watch, Mark xiii. 35, 47. 


77. Am I willing and desirons to know m, 
duty in all things ? 

When it pleased God, who separated me fron, 
my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, to 
reveal his son in me, that I might preach hin 
among the heathen ; immediately I conferred nor 
with flesh and blood. Gal. i. 15,16. Lord, wha 
wilt thou have me to do? Acts ix. 6. 

78. Is it my fixed purpose to perform my daty 
as far as I know it ? 

I am pyrposed that my month shall not trans. 
gress. I have sworn, and I will perform it, tha: { 
will keep thy righteous judgments. [ have inclin. 
ed my heart to keep thy statutes always, even un- 
io the end. Ps. xvii. 3, and cxix. 106, 112 As 
fo; me and my house, we will serve the Lori, 
Josh. xxiv. 15. 


79. Ifthe above be my purpose, do I carry , 
into effect, and daily exercise self-denial and fol. 
low Christ ? 

Aad he said to them all, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take ap hi: 
cross daily, and follow me. Luke ix. 23. Herein 
do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward man. Acts 
xxiv. 16. Our rejoicing is this, the testimony of 
our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincer- 
itv, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of 
God, we have had our conversation in the world. 
2 Cor. i. 12. 
$1. Is it my aim to glorify God in all that I 
do ? 

Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or whatsoev- 
er ye do, do all to the glory of God. 1. Cor. x. 31. 
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as to the 
Lord and not unto men, Col. iii. 23. 

82. DoT maintain a deep sense of my depend- 
ance on the Holy Spirit to work in me both to wil! 
and to do that which is weil-pleasing in the sight 
of God ? 

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to thivi 
any thing as of ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of 








God. 2 Cor. iii.5. Ye know him [the Spirit of 
trath,] for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. John xiv. 17. For this cause I bow my; 
knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Chris. 
that he would grant you according to the riches of 
his glory, to be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner nan. Eph. iii. 14, 16. A new 
heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will | 
put within you. And I will put my Spirit withio 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 
shall keep my judgments and do them. Exei. 
xxxvi. 26,27. And grieve not the Holy Spirit o! 
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of r- 
demption, Eph. iv. 50. 

83. Does a sense of my own weakness an! 
proneness to evil, lead me to form all good resolu- 
tions, and to attempt every duty in humble depené- 
ance on divine grace and strength ? 

I will go in the strength of the Lord God. Ps. 
Ixxi. 16. Sure shail one say, In the Lord have! 
righteousness and strength. Isa, xlv.24 And he 
said, My grace is sufficient for thee; for my) 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most glad- 





Prov. iv. 28,26, Watch and pray that ye enter 





ly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest uponme .Whe" 
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Jam weak, then am I strong. 2 Cor. xii. 9,10. I 
can do all things through Christ which strength- 
eneth me. Phill. iv. 13. They that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their pienith they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles ; they shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk and not faint. Isa. xl. 31. 


84. Aim I, by patient continuance in the exer- 
cise and practice of true religion, looking for the 
hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ ? 

Let us run with patience the race that is set be 
fore us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finish- 
er of our faith. Heb. xii. 1.2. Behold, the hus 
bandinan waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
and hath lung patience for it, until he receive the 
early and Jatter rain. Be ye also patient ; estab 
lish your hearts; for the coming of the Lor: 
draweth nigh. James v. 7, 8. But ye, beloved, 
building up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the 
love of God, lookiug for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ unto eternal life. Jude i. 20, 21. 


A VOICE FROM THE GRAVE. 


Extract of a letier from the late Rev. Dr. Blatch. 
ford, of Lansingburgh, written three days be 
fore his death, to the Rev. Absalom Peters of 
New York : 


I stand myself, at this moment,apparently on 
the utmost crag of that precipice beyond which 
is death and eternity. I look back upon what my 
Almighty Master has already effected in the trans- 
actions of His Kingdom, and with a full belief 
that what he hath begun, he certainly will com. 
plete. I see the effulgence of the glory of the 
empire of grace, in its proper season, breaking 
forth in the sight of all nations, and kindreds, 
and tongues, and people, and young and old, rich 
and poor, bond and free, shouting “* Hosannah to 
the Sou of David :—blessed is he that cometh in 
the name of the Lord.” QO! precious Gospel, 
which reveals Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the 
world! On his righteousness and blood, | found 
my own hopes of life and immortality. It has 
supported me amidst sufferings which human na- 
ture, unassisted, could not have sustained. But 
the Lord is with me in the communications of 
his love, in the knowledge of Christ, and in the 
power of his resurrection. ‘These are : 





“* a balm for all our wounds, 
A cordial for our fears.” 





And he, who is my righteousness and strength, 
will neither leave nor forsake me. I look now 
upon the valley of death as the pathway to glory, 
aud set to my seal that God is true. 
“ Jesus I love thy charming name, 
*Tis music to my ear ; 
Fain would | sound it out so loud, 
That heaven and earth might hear.” 


I am taken away from the visible church in a 
day of wonders, and amidst renewed pledges 
that the name of Zion is written on the breast- 
plate of her K:ng. and engravea on the palms of 
both his hands. The operations of his grace will 
still go on, and, like the undulations of the 
pool, be extended from shore to shore, until the 
knowledge of the Lord will cover the earth as the 
—o the channeis of the deep. { Home 








A Voice from the Grave—Saumy—a Reformed Pagan.—Obituary. 95 


SAUMY—A REFORMED PAGAN. 


God blesses to the Heathen the Instructions of «a 
Child. 

William Taylor Money, Esq. a member of the 
British Parliament, who was formerly connected 
with the government of Bengal, was a wasn ficud 
to the American Missionaries who first visited 
Bombay. This gentleman and his lady have dis- 
tinguished themselves by many acts of kinduess 
and liberality towards our countrymen who went 
to preach the gospel to the idolatrous Hindoos ; 
and on this accouut we feel a deeper interest in 
the following pleasmg anecdote, related by him 
at a Bible Society meeting. It appeared some 
ime ago inthe papers, but is worthy of a place 
among our gleauings.—S. S. Mag. 


“ About three years ago T went from Bombay 
to the Mahtatia country, for the health of my fam- 
ily. One day, as our little gil, not three years 
old, was walking through a grove with a native 
servant, they approached to an ancient deserted 
native temple. The man quitting the child step- 
ped aside, and paid his adorations to a stone idol, 
that was seated at the door of the temple: when 
he returned, the following dialogue took place be- 
tween them: “Saumy, what for you do that ?” 
“QO, missy, that my God.” “ Your God! why, 
your God a stone, your God no can sce, no can 
hear, no can move: my God see every thing, 
make you, make me, make every thing.”--We 
remained at that place four months. Saumy vev- 
er failed to repair to the temple, and the child 
never failed to reprove him for his idolatry. He 
became, notwithstanding, very much attached to 
her, and when he thonght she was going to Eu- 
rope, he said to her, “ what will poor Saumy do, 
when missy go to England? Saumy no father, no 
mother.” 
you love my God, he will be your Father -and 
mother too.” The old man, with tears in his eyes, 
promised to lave her God, ™ Then,” said she, 
* you must learn my prayers ;” and she taught him 
the Lord’s prayer, the belief, and ber morning 
and evening hymas. One morning when we 
were assembled to fainily worship, Saamy, of his 
own accord, quite unexpected, came into the room, 
took his turban off his head, laid 1 on the floor, 
kneeled down, and audibly repeated after me the 
Lord’s prayer. From thenceforih, there was a 
visible change in his whole conduct, particulariyv 
in his regard to truth. He became anxious to 
learn English, that he might read the Bible, and 
in alittle time he accomplished the task. 











Obituary. 

DIED—At Milford, on the 14th ‘ust. Miss Abigail 
Treat, aged 45. 

At Hartford, Mrs. Rebecca M. V. Fitch, wife of 
Col. Horatio Fiteh, aged 29. 

At Glastenbury, on the 23d ult. Rev. Wm. Lock- 
wood, aged 75; Peter Sellew F.sq. aged 85. 

At Preston, Mrs. Margaret Kimball, aged 96, re- 
lict of the late Mr. Nathan Kimball. 

At Litchfield, on the 2!st ult. Mrs. Lydia Gossley, 
aged 66. 

At Fairfield Mr. Samuel Sturges, aged 58; Mrs. 
Betsy Beers, aged 37. 

At Danbury, Deac. Amos Hoyt, aged 70; Mrs. 
Polly Bishop, aged 50. 

At New-London. Miss Mary Thatcher, aged 18. 


She instantly replied, “ Ob, Saumy, if 
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Poetry. 


THE FRAILTY OF BEAUTY. 


I west tune up my harp’s broken string, 
Yor the fair has commanded the strain ; 
But yet such a theme will I sing, 
That I think she'll not ask me again: 


For Tl tell her—VYouth’s blossom is blown, 
And that Beauty, the flower, must fade ; 


(And sure, if a lady can frown, ; 
She'll frown at the words I have said.) 


The smiles of the rose-bud how fleet ! 
They come—and as quickly they fly ; 
The violet how modest and sweet ! 
Yet the Spring sees it open and die. 


How snow-white the lily appears! 
Yet the life of a lily ‘sa day; 

And the snow that it equals, in tears 
To-morrow must vanish away. 


Ah, Beauty ! of all things on earth 
How many thy charms most desire ! 

Yet Beauty with Youth has its birth— 
And Beauty with Youth must expire. 


Ah, fair ones! so sad is the tale, 
That my song in my sorrow I steep ; 
And where I intended to rail, 
I must lay down my harp, and must weep. 


But Virtue indignantly seized 
The harp as it fell from my hand ; 
Serene was her look, though displeased, 
And she utter’d her awful command : 


‘Thy tears and thy pity employ 

Por the thoughtless, the giddy, the vain— 
But those who my blessings enjoy 

Thy tears and thy pity disdain. 


“ For Beauty alone ne'er bestow'd 
Such a charm as Religion has lent: 
And tbe cheek of a belle never glow'd 
With a smile like the smile of coutent. 


* Time's hand, and the pestilence rage, 
No hue, no complexion can brave ; 
For Beauty must yield to old age, 
But I will not yield to the grave.” 
Rev. C. Wore. 


~ CORNER STONE LAID. 





The ceremony of laying the corner-stone of the 
new Charch about to be erected by the Third Con- 
gregational Society in this city, was performed on 
the afternoon of Wednesday the 2d inst. The site 
of the building is the corner of Chapel and Union- 
streets, East of the Market. The religious services 
were conducted by President Day, Dr. Taylor, and 
Rey. Mr. Bacon, 

After reading a portion of Scripture, singing, and 
prayer, the corner-stone was laid and the thoughts 


prompted by the solemnity, and moral sublimity of 
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such an office were very happily improved in an ad 
dress from the Rev. Mr. Bacon. 

We are politely furnished at request with a copy oj 
it, which must be postponed to our next, as we have 
only room for the following appropriate Hymn select. 
ed for the occasion. 


Ix sweet exalted strains 
The King of Glory praise ; 
O’er heaven and earth he reigns, 
Thro’ everlasting days ; 
He, with a nod, the world controls, 
Sustains or sinks the distant poles. 


To earth he bends his throne, 
His throne of grace divine ; 
Wide is his bounty known, 
And wide his glories shine: 
Fair Salem, atill his chosen rest. 
Is with his smiles and presence blest. 


Then, King of Glory, come, 
And with thy favor crown 
This temple as thy dome, 
This people as thy own ; 
Beneath tbis roof, O deign to show, 
How God can dwell with men below 


Here, may thine ears attend 

Our interceding cries, 

And grateful praise ascend 

All fragrant to the skies : 
Here may thy word melodious sound, 
And spread the joys of heaven around. 


Here, may th’ attentive throng 
Imbibe thy truth and love, 
And converts join the song 
Of Seraphim above: 
And willing crowds surround thy board 
With sacred joy and sweet accerd. 


Here, may our unborn sons 

And daughters sound thy praise, 

And shine like polish’d stones, 

Through long succeeding days : 
Here, Lord, display thy saving power, 
While temples stand, and men adore. 





Nothing is more noble, nothing more venerable, than 
fidelity ; faithfulness and truth are the most sacred 
excellencies and endowments of the human mind. 





Letters received al the Office of the Religious Inteliigen 
cer during the week ending July 2d, 1828. 


R. Barker; Thomas Lord; James Knapp; J. 
Richards; William Reid; E. Boudinot. James P. 
Preston ; Samuel Hunter; Alfred Crafts; Abel Wi!- 
der; John Goodrich ; James Smediey ; Rev. J. Clark: 
P. A. Bassett; Dr. Samvel Warner; Rev. Jonathan 
L. Pomeroy ; Bev. J. Tuttle; Maths. Day; Shipley 
Priestly ; D. Ball; Jedediah Calhoun; Jabez Good- 
ell; Nathaniel Smith; Andrew Benedict; H. Whit. 
tlesey ; Philo Noble; Taleott Howard; J. L. Tif. 
any. 


will be allowed one copy gratis, or a commission of ten per cent. 
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